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Filippo Crea was born in Cosenza, Italy on 19 September 1953. He graduated from Pisa Medical 
School with full honours in 1977 and passed the Postgraduate Boards in both Pulmonary and 
Cardiovascular Diseases, again with full honours, at Pisa Medical School in 1980 and 1983 
respectively. During the whole of 1984 he was Research Fellow at the Division of Cardiology of the 
University of Florida, directed by Professor Richard C. Conti. From 1985 to 1991 he was Senior 
Lecturer and Honorary Consultant at the Cardiovascular Research Unit of the Hammersmith Hospital 
in London, directed by Professor Attilio Maseri. He returned to Italy upon his appointment as Chief of 
the Catheterization Laboratory at the Institute of Cardiology of the Catholic University of Rome. In 
2000 he became Associate Professor of Cardiology and Chief of the Intensive and Sub-Intensive Care 
Unit. In 2001 he became Professor of Cardiology, Director of the Institute of Cardiology, Director of 
the Postgraduate School in Cardiology and of the PhD program in Clinical Research in Cellular and 
Molecular Medicine at the Catholic University of Rome. From October 2008 to January 2020, he was 
Director of the Department of Cardiovascular Sciences. From February 2020 to October 2023, he was 
Director of the University Department of Cardiovascular and Pneumological Sciences. Since 
November 2023 he is Director of the Centre of Excellence in Cardiovascular Medicine at the Gemelli-
Isola Tiberina Hospital. He is Fellow of the European Society of Cardiology, founder and Past 
Chairman of the Working Group on Coronary Pathophysiology and Microcirculation, Past Member of 
the Education Committee, Past Member of the ESC Congress Program Committee, co-author of 
Guidelines on chronic coronary syndromes (2013), NSTEMI (2017), UDMI (2019). Since 2020 he is 
Editor-in-Chief of the “European Heart Journal” and since 2022 Chairman of ESC Publications 
Committee. In 1992 he received the Newburg Prize from Nobel Prize Professor Rita Levi Montalcini 
for his scientific contribution to the cardiovascular research. In 2013 he received the Arrigo Recordati 
International Prize for lifetime achievement in researching the pivotal role of microcirculation in 
systemic and organ diseases.  In 2015 he delivered the 7th annual Robert L. Krakoff International 
Lecture in Cardiovascular Medicine at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard University 
Medical School. His main field of interest is the study of mechanisms, prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of ischemic heart disease. His H-index is 96.  
 
 
 


